Brief Historical Background to the Teaching of Welsh 

1536 and 1542 Acts of Union Made English the official language. Welsh speakers could not hold office without learning fluent English.

Welsh would have been in grave danger during the Tudor period if Bishop William Morgan had not produced a translation of the Bible, which appeared in 1588. 

Griffith Jones (1683-1761) of Llandowror (near St Clears, Carms) organised Sunday Schools to teach people to read the Bible in Welsh. Later this was extended to ‘circulating schools’, which would set up in a village for a term and then move on. 

The decade around 1840 was a period of great social upheaval in Wales, manifested in the Chartist movement, and the Rebecca Riots when tollbooths were destroyed.

In July 1846, three commissioners, R. R. W. Lingen, Jellynger C. Symons and H. R. Vaughan Johnson, were appointed to inquire into the state of education in Wales; the Commissioners were all Anglicans, and seen as unsympathetic to the non-conformist majority in Wales. Their report, delivered in 1847, became known as the ‘Treachery of the Blue Books’, blamed all evils in Wales on the language and many people felt that they could not make progress against this official bias, and so Welsh fell out of favour with many.

1847-1870 The ‘Welsh Not’ used in Welsh classrooms to humiliate any pupil found speaking Welsh. There is evidence of its use in Carmarthen, Cardigan and Meirionnydd before 1870, but it was never government policy. School organisations used it, including the Anglican national schools and the nonconformist British schools, but attendance was voluntary and if a headmaster had a Welsh Not policy it was with the approval of the parents.

In the later 19th century virtually all teaching in the schools of Wales was in English, even in areas where the pupils barely understood English. Welsh wasn't considered a suitable medium for education during the heyday of the British Empire.

One of the most famous pioneers of higher education in Wales was Sir Hugh Owen. He made great progress in the cause of education, and more especially the University College of Wales (Aberystwyth), of which he was chief founder. He was credited with The Welsh Intermediate Education Act of 1889 after which several new Welsh Schools were built, the first of these being Ysgol Syr Hugh Owen.

Owen Morgan Edwards became chief inspector of schools for Wales in 1907 under the recently established Welsh Education Department. He took the first steps towards ensuring that the Welsh language was taught in the schools of Wales. He came into conflict with the Central Welsh Board because of his conviction that the new intermediate schools were anglicising influences in Wales and his determination to resist this.
The Aberystwyth Welsh School (Ysgol Gymraeg Aberystwyth) was founded in 1939 by Sir Ifan ap Owen Edwards, the son of O.M. Edwards as the first Welsh Primary School. Ysgol Glan Clwyd was established in Rhyl in 1955 as the first Welsh language school to teach to a secondary level.

